
Principal U.S. long term goals in central Africa are regional 
stability, promotion of governments and institutions favorable to 
U.S. and Western interests, and containment/reversal of Libyan 
and Soviet influence. Achievement of these goals requires 
continuation of traditional eaQAamlc and political development 
policies, assistance to peM^rrrr^dly states to defend 
themselves from regional o^^xt^^-r^fclonal aggression, and 
encouragement of peaceful ^so^ra^pn^f disputes. At present, 
the principal challenges 1 1 t^s ej oais are Libyan territorial 
expansionism and subversio^a^^^FL M the opportunities Libyan 
success would create for growt h oWsoviet presence and 

activity in the region, me nu^P^Lso^»cognize, and be prepared 
to address, the internal*>ro»ems ^aat ®ave historically plagued 
Chad -- North-South pola®LzaMion, dSoncBic disparity and 
tribal/religious faction^^.s^^^^^anyher real threat to Chad's 


Despite a resumption of dipil^^J^g^'elations between Tripoli and 
Ndjamena and Qadhafi's promise to terminate his support to 
Chadian dissidents, it is unlikely that the status quo will 
undergo any significant modification in the near term. Although 
Libya has declared its readiness for reconciliation with Chad, 
Libya continues to claim the Aozou strip and to occupy parts of 
it. Efforts to resolve the fundamental issues between the two 
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it. Recognition of France's leading security role in central 
Africa does not, however, limit U.S. options in countering 
terrorism by opposing its state sponsors Libya. (S) 

In pursuit of these goals and interests, U.S. policy is: 
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matter of high priority, 


consult closely with the Chadian, French, and key 
African Governments on the Libyan threat to Chad and 
cooperate with them to thwart Qadhafi in Chad; 
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funding permitting Inadequate U.S. funds for 
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to allay any suspicion that the USG supports any 
possible Chadian intentions to pose a military threat; 
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